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1IL. An Explanation of an ancient Infcription:
difcovered at Rutchefter, zhe laft Station in
England, #pon the Roman Wall; 1744 ;
&y Jobhn Taylor, LL D. Chancellor of Lin-
coln, and Regifter of the Univerfity of
Cambridge.

Read Jan, 135,
1746-.7
IMP. CAES. M. AVREL10;:
SEVERO.ANTONINO.
AV, PIO.FELICI.XX.PARTHIC.
Z.e. MAX.BRIT,MAX.GERM.

Augufto. MAX.PONTIFICI.MAXIM.
TRIB.POTEST.XVIII.IMP.II,
COS.II11.PROCOS.P.P.CO1.1.

FIDA.VARDVL.CREOQANO
NNANA.FECIT.SVB.CVRA.TCO
LEG.XX.GR.

According to the Copy given me by Dr. Hinter
of Durbams who copicd the Infcription this lafk
Summer,

This Infcription addrefled to Caracalla has nothing

in it very fingular, except the Title of the Cohort
that dedicated it, namely,

FIDA.VARDVL.CREOQ@ANONNANA,

oicerning which I fhall offer thefe few Conjc&urcsi;
The

7
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“The Varduli wete a People of Hifpania eiterior,
-mentioned by Pomponius -Mela and others; and are
recorded now, in no lefs than three Infcriptions, to
have ferved in Britain as Auxiliaries, The two
other are printed in Horfley's Britannia Romana,
Northumb. N°. xc1v?, Durh. xxvi. We find Troops
of feveral Nations to have been here upon the fame
Occafion, as Cobors prima, [ecurnda, &rc. Batavorum,
Dacorum, Nerviorum, Tungrorum, Delmatarum,
Thracum, &c.

This Cohort of the Parduls is intituled Froa, a
very common Appellation, and ‘moreover CREO®A-
NONNANA ; thelaft Letters of which 1 {eparate, and
read without inferting a fingle Letter ANTONINI-
ANA, thus, ANONNANA. Nothing is fo frequent
in Infcriptions, as this compendiary Way of writing
ANTONINVS, and its Derivatives. Thus in Horfley's
Infcriptions, _
M.AVR.ANTON NO.PIO.

North. cxirr.

M.AVRELI,ANONINI.PILFELIC.
North. xcrv®'

COH.IITI.BR.

MTONNIA.
North, LXXvI.

Upon this Hint therefore 1 am perfuaded, that
when the Stone is next infpeted, thefe little dpices
will appear, which are cafily overlook’d, when this
brief Manner of Writing is not expetted or attended

to.
X x 2 In
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In regatd to the Appellation Antoniniana, it is ob-
fervable of the ancient Militia; that feveral of their
Cohorts and Legions, as well Roman as Provincial,
complimented themfelves with the Imperial Sui-
name, of which I fhalf producc fome Inftances.

DIS. MANIBYVS.
C. ANTONI, C. F.
OVF. AEGRILLI,
MIL.LEG. VII. CLAVDIAE,
PIAE.FELIC. ET. FIDEL.
VIX. ANN, XXXIIX.
M.VILD.VIII.
M.AEGRILIVS, FRATRI
DVLCISSIMO. F. C,
Gruter. DXXI1. 4.

1.0. M.
COH. I. AEL.
DA.GORD
.ANA.
Hor[l. Cumberl. vin.
2 e.
Yovi Optimo Maximo COHors I7. AELia DAcorum
GORDIANA.

NVMINI FOR
TI1S.FORTVNE,
M. AVRELI1VS.
MARINVS. MIL,
COH. VII, PR. P. V.,
SEVERIANAE.
Gruter. MX111 10,
7. e
COHoreis VIt PRuetorie Pie Vifiricis SEVE-
RIANAE. But
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But the Imperatorial Addition ANTONINIANA is
perhaps the moft frequent of any, as the Name of
Antoninus was aflumed by a long Serics of Empe-
rors.

DEAE. EPONAE. M. OPILIVS. RESTIO.
MILES. LEG. XXII. ANTONINIANAE.P.P.F.

Gruter. LXXXVIIL. 4.

—

H.D. D,
DEABVS.MATR.
IVLIVS. REGVLVS. MI
LES. LEGIONIS. VI.
ANTONINIANE,

Grater. XC1I. 2.

D. M.
MARINA. SECVN
DINA, VIX, ANN. LIII,
L.AVRELIA.SATVR.
VIX. ANN. XXI,
L. AVRELIVS, INGENVYVS.
MILES. LEG.XIII. GEM,
ANTONINIANAE.
MATRI.ET. SO
RORI,POSYIT.

Gruter, DXXVI1I. 8.

D,
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D.ivvss
ET. MEMORIAE,
AETERNAE. VE
GETINIAE.RO
MANAE.MEM
MIVS. RVSTICVS.
MILES. LEG. V.
VICTRICIS. AN
TONINIAN,. CON
IVGI. INNOCENTISSI
MAE.LOCO.PERE
“‘GRINO. DEFVNCT.
P?.C.ET, SVB. ASCIA. D.

Reinef. vii1. 63,

But more particularly the two following, as they
both bear Date under Caracallz; and one of them
the very Year of his fourth Confulate, when he was
collegued with Balbinus, and of confequence nearly
coxval with ours. This is to be fecen in Grater,
KLIv. 2. and runs thus:

P. AEL.VICTORINVS. ROMANI. VIVENT. F.
AVRELIANA.POPA. MIL.COH. V. PR. ANTONINIA
NE.P.V.7.VERI.HERCVLI. DONV.POSVIT.LIBI
ENS.VOTO.VT.GRATIAS. AGO.DEDICAVIT.
I11.NON.NOVEMBRES.
1MP. ANTONINO. AVG. N. 1111, ET. D.
CAEILIO.BALBINO.I I.COS.

The other is fomewhat carlier, and bcars Date
between his fccond and third Confulate.

IMP,
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IMP. CAES. M, AVRELIO.
ANTONINO. AVG. SEVERI. F.

TRIB.POT.VIIII. COS. II.
COH.I.VIG.ANTONINIANA.
CN.RUSTICVS.RVFINVS.PRAEF.VIG.
TIB.CLAVDIVS.MARCELLINVS.TRIB,
etc.
Reinef. 111. ult.

There is yet a third, which, befides the Title Az-
toniniana, and the Correfpondency of Date (for it
was crected in the Confulate we have been fpeaking
of) is likewife rcmarkable for the fame Scriptura
compendiaria. 1 fhall give it whole from Grazer,
SVIII, I,

IN.H, D.D.
GENO.SANC
TO.M.AVREL.
CL.POMPEIAN
VS.MIL.LEG.VIIL
ANONN ANAE
AVG.B.F.COS.K.
IANVAR,IMP.D.N,
AXTONNO.IIIL.ET.
BALBINO.II,COS.

What remains to be accounted for is CREO®.
Which Letters if any onc thould compare with Horf
ley’s ‘Durbam Infcription, N°. xxvi. where mention
is made of the {ame Varduli, he will find a very ftrong

Refemblance
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Refemblance ; and be apt to conclude, that what

explains the onc, will bid very fair to explain the
other,  That Infeription runs thus,

. O M.
..o ATL. COFL
VARDVLOR,
CREQ®™
V.S.LL.M.

CR then I take to be diftinét Marks, and expreflive
of Civium Romanorum. And of this I find litde
Room to doubt, when I obferve the fame Marks ap-
plicd to feveral Corps, who were as ftri¢tly Provincial
as our Vardulis {uch as Afri, Affurienfes, &rc.

L.PRAESENTIO.L.FIL,
LEM.PAETO.
1L.ATTIO.SEVERO.
PRAEF.COH.1.AFR.
¢.R.EQ.JVDICI.SELECTO.EX.
V. DEC.PR.AVXIMI.PAT.COL.
AEDILI.I1.VIR.ANCONAE.

Gruter, CDLIX. o©.

SEXTL.CLASENO ......
e PRAEF.COH.
111,ASTVR.EQ.C.R. £f(.

Gruter. CCCLXXXVIII. 3.

‘DIANAE
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DIANAR
SACRAVIT
T.FL.
ITALICVS
PRAFF,
ALAE.L.VLP.
CONTAR.
o0.C.R.

Gruter. XL. 3.

DEIS DEALYVS.
ALA.I VLP.CON.
0. C.R.CYVYI.PRE.
Q. ER. INGENVVS.
Gruter. 11. 6.

But ftill morc cxprefly,

wessesss. CEREALI.
...LEG.IIl. GALLICAE
...[II.COH.GALLICAE.
civIVM.ROMANORVM.

Gruter. CDXCIX. 2.

And morcover what kind of Citizens, we ate told
more than once; viz. Juris Italici.

T.,FL.BARSI.V
ETER.ALAE.I.FL.
AVG.BRIT.
o0 .C,R,IVRIS.,ITALICI.
MEMOR. FR
ATRI.SVO.POSYIT.
Gruter, DXL1. 8.
Yy T,
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T.F.VERECVND.
MAG EQVES. ALAE.
I.FLA.AVG,BRIT. o0.
C.R,IVR.ITALICI.

Gruter. DXL1L. 7.

The Frecedom of the City had been for fome time
before ¢his a regular Reward for the Fidelity of the
Provinces, or any other military or civil Merit. The
famous Oration of the Empceror Clandius, or the A&
for incorporating thc Pcople of Fienne in Gaul (2
large Fragment of which is prefeived in Gruter, p-
D11 is a remarkable Inftance of what I have ad-
vanced.  QVID. ERGO. NON. ITALICVS. SENATOR.
PROVINCIALI.POT1OR ! EST. IAM. VOBIS. CYM.HANC:
PARTEM. CENSVRAE. MEAE. APPROBARE. COEPERO.
QVID. DE, EA. RE.SENTIAM. REBVS. 0§T ENDAM. SED.
NE. PROVINCIALES, QVIDEM SI. MODO. ORNAREs
CVRIAM. POTERINT. REIICIENDOS. Pvro. For {o
the laft Words muf! be emendced, as they have been
rcltored by Reinefius and Grevius.

Aftcrwards, probably a little before the Date of
our Infcription, which is ncar the End of the Reign
of Caracalla, camc the general Conflitution of that
Emperor; the Mcmosy of which being frefh might
probably occafion the Inicrtion of the Words Cruiuimn
Romanorum in this Monumnt, Lsorbe Kowano guz
[unt, ex Conftitutione Iniperatoris Antonini Cives Ro-
wani effcétz funt, are thc Words of Ulpian, in the firlk
Book of the Digeft. Tit. de Staiu Hominum, Law
xvrt1. That the Antenings there mention'd was our
Caracalla, is abundantly made good by Biron Spazn-

Lers,
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bem, in his Comment upon that Text. To which
let me add the Words of “Lrudentins, produced by
the fame learned Writer upon the Occalion.

Lline frevaturus rabiem Deus, undique gentes
dnciivare carnt docit (i gentibns ifden,
Romandlque omaes pers guos Rhbenus et Iffer,
Luos Tagus  ourivels, gquos masnus  mundat
Liberys.
Coriviger Hefperidim quos interlabitur, et quos
Ganges alit, teridigue lavant fe; ters offia Nili.
Juw fecii connane pares, et nomine codem
Nexuit, ct domitos fraterna in vincla redegir.

What remains EO®, I would reflore EQQ, ac-
cording to the Model of the Dauram Inicription
produced above:

COH.VARDVL.C.R,EQ. oo .

For the Difference in Stones is fo minute in this Par-
ticular, thac I will venturce to pronounce, tho’ I ncver
faw the Infcription, it may as well be onc as the
other.  Aud I read the whole Title of the Cohort
thus:

CO{U!‘S Ilﬂd FIDA VARDVLOI‘I!M Cl"viu”; Roma”orm E%ifﬂf‘
Miiliaria AN'TONINIANA,

Concerning which I have fomething to offer,

The frequent mention of Equeftrian Cohorts, or,
to fpecak morc adequately, of Cobortes Equitate, in
cld Infcriptions, I obfcrve to have been a great

Yy 2 Choque
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Choque upon feveral Anriquaries, who have been
tanght to conlfider the Cohorts as appropriated to the
Foot Scrvice, as the Al and Turie were to the Horle.
My Llorfley in particular, p. o4, imagines, the Co-
Dors priva Clandia E¢uitara, which he met with in
the Notitia, was intended to intimate, that this Co-
hort had been promoted from the Foot to the Horle
Scrvice.  But when thar Gentleman was led, by the
Mark or Monagram in the “Durlam Infcription re-
terr'd to in thefe Papers, ro confider that Corps as
confifting of a thoufand Horife, his Dithculty is in-
creafed to that Degree, that he does not know what
to aflirm vpon it. Now of all this there is a very
caly Solution,

The Auxiliary or Provincial Cohorts (for of them
only I obferve what follows) were cither intirely or
purcly Foor, like the Legionary and ordinary Ceo-
horts ; or clfc they had a Mixture of both Kinds of
Militia, and conlitted of Horfc and Foot together.

{MP.CAESAR. DIVI.VESPASTANI, F.DOMITIA
NVS. AVGVSTVS.GERMANICVS.PONTIFEX.MAXI
MVS.TRIBVNIC.POTEST.XI I.IMP.XXI I.COS.XV 1.
CENSOR.PERPETVVS.P.P.
PEDITIBVS.ET.EQVITIBVS.QVLMILITANT.IN.COHO
RTE. [TI. ALPINORVM. ¢Zc.

Gruter. DLXXIV. §.

This latter Sort, as they could not properly be
sank’d under cither Denomination of Horfe or Foot,
{for they were made up ot both) feem to have ap-
propriated to themfelves the diftinguifhing Title of
Concrres EQuiTaTar, Corps of Infantry with a

Mixture
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Mixture of Horfc. And of this Term, fo very figni-
ficant, and fo little underftood, I find frequent Men-
tion.

L. BRYTTIO.L.F.
PAL,CELERI.
EQVO.PVBLIC.
PRAEF. CCH I[I. AVG.
THRAC, EQVIT.
Gruter. DXXXIV. 2,

Q. CAECILIO. Q, F.
AN.OPTATINO.
PRAEF. COH, L. AQVI
TANOR. EQVIT.
PONTIA.T.F.SABI
NA.MATER.
FLAMINICA.
L.D. D, D.
Gruter. DXXXIV. 4.

P.LICINIO. P. T,
GAL. LICINIANO,
PRAEFECTO,
COHORTIS VII,
PRAELECTORVM.,
EQYITATE. IN.
GERMANIA.
TRIBVNO.
MILITVM. LEG.
VII,
EVIA.PRAEFECTO.
Griiter, L. 4.
:7,99
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P. LICINIO. P.P.
GAL. MAXIMO.

PRAEFECTO.
COHORTIS, IL.
GALLORV M.
EQVITATE. IN,
DACIA.TRIBVN.
MIL. LEG. VII.

CLAVDIAE.PIAE.
FIDELIS. P. LICINIVS,
LICINIANYVS.
¥RATRI.
Gruter. DL. §.

A1. MAENIO. C. F. COR. AGRIP
PAE. ET. VSIDIO. CAMPEST RI.
HOSPITI. DIVI. HADRIANT.
PATRIS. SENATORIS. PRAEF, COH.
II. FL. BRITTON. EQVITAT.
ELECTO. A. DIVO. HADRIANGO.
LT. MISSO. IN. EXPEDITIONEM. BRIT
“TANNICAM. TRIB. COH. I. HISPA
NOR. EQ"ITAT. PRAE. ALAE.I.
GALLOR. ET. PANNONIOR. CATA
PHRACTAE. £I¢.
Reines. vi. 128,

Nor have we thefe Tcftimonies only, but alfo a
full and decifive Proof of this Denomination, and,
what is yet behind, of their Number alfo, in a Writer
very well vers'd in milicary Affairs, Hyginus, who

wrote
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wrote a Treatife de Caftrametatione, in the Time of
Trajan. From him we are informed, that thefe
Troops w.rc call'd Millzarie, as confifting of a thou-
fand private Men, Part Horfe and Part Foot, The
Proportion of the foramer of thele to the latter was
nearly as onc to three, viz. 240 to 760, inficad of
250 to 750. Which littic Difference was poflibly
occafion’d by the Neceflity of dividing them into
Centurie and Turme. The Author’s Words are:

Habet Cohors Equirata Milliaria pedizes [ ptingen-
gentos fexaginta. centurias decem, equites dicen-
tos quadraginta, turmas decem.

And again;

Meminerimus itaque ad computationem cokbortis equi-
tate mitdiaric pedaturam ad mille trecentos fexa-
ginta dari debere.

Which is to be thus cxplained : The Pedetura of
this irrcguiar Corps, in their Incampment, would not
be the fane as the Pedatara of an uniform Body
of Infantry, of the fame Nuwmber, but would exceed
it by 360 Feer; tor the Proportion of the Room of
onc Horfeman to onc Foot-Soldicr he afligns as 24 to
onc

Omnis miles rrovincialls accipit pedatiram, pedem,
adjeta quint. eques autem dios femis, adjcita
cuimta. — Habebis itague Colors equitara mil-
liaria equites ducentos quadraginta, quos vedigo
ad peditem, ut pedein, guod accipit miles, ad dios
Jemnis, quad accepit equcs. 1t dimidia fumpta
duclum quingeies : fic traclabimus nimeram equi-
Fumy Jit ceniun Vgiuri: ducemus quingiies, fiung

fexcenits:
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Jowcenti: accedunt ex eadem Coborte milliaria,

deirallis equitibus, religui pedites feptingenti fexa-

ginta: fit cum fiperior: mille trecents fexazinta.

For the Mark @ I account thus: The ufual Note
of a Thoulund is cither [ between CC’s, thus
CIOj orelle X, thas CXDO. The former Figure, when
clofed at the Top, cxadly refembles an ancient M,
thus © 5 and the latecer, when fhat up, a Figure of
Eight inclined ©@. DBoth which Marks have been
long ufed to expres a Thouland.  The Jatrer is the
Mark before us, the X berween CCs but clofed
in on all Sides, thus, @, if this be in Reality
the Figure upon the Stone.  For Mr. Gordon in his
Iter Septentrionale copying an Infcription, wherein
there was the Mark of four Thoufands, gave us the
Thoufand inclofed on all Sidcs, the very Mark in
our Infcription; but upon Mr. [orfley’s Infpection
it turncd out to be the fccond Figure, the Thou-
fand incloy'd only at both Ends thus ©O.

The laft Part therefore of the Inicription is to be
thus underftood:

COHors 1.m FIDA VARDVLorum Cirvium Ro-
manorum EQuitata Milliaria ANTONINIANA
FECIT SVB CVRA T. CO.......... Legat:, Tri-
bunz, or Centurionis LEGion:is XX.”* Genio Rome.

Which lat Words arc to be applicd to the Empe-
ror, and contain a Compliment at that time of Day
not unufual.

St. Jobn's College, Cambridge.
Jan, 1, 1744-5.



